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Please email all correspondence to the Editor at phonecardcollectornewsletter@gmail.com 

 Anyone not wishing to receive any more of these Newsletters please send an email to the email address 
shown above requesting that you do not wish to receive any more of these Newsletters. 

 Anyone not presently receiving these Newsletters who wishes to receive them please send an email to the 
email address shown above requesting that you want to receive future copies of the Newsletter. 

 Readers of this Newsletter are encouraged to please email a copy of this Newsletter to any other phonecard 
collectors that they may know. 

 Earlier issues of this Newsletter may be seen at sergent.com.au/phonecards/aust/pcn.html. 
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Editorial 
 

This Newsletter provides details of, and background information about the Limited Edition Frontline 
Defence Services (FDS) Pack and Smart Phonecards. It is believed that these Packs were produced in 
1999, so that the Australian Defence Forces (ADF) could advertise their FDS Smart Phonecards to 
Personnel at the various FDS Facilities not just in Australia, but also in various ADF overseas Facilities 
such as the ADF Mess in Dili, East Timor that was established in 1999. Furthermore these Packs had a 
Display Board Provision which also enabled them to highlight an FDS deployment that had previously 
occurred in Cambodia in 1992, Somalia in 1993, Irian Jaya in 1998, or Bougainville in 1998. 
 
This Newsletter also provides information on the two types of the Kidney Foundation Kidney Kar Kard 
Packs that were produced and distributed in 1995. These Packs appear almost identical, and hopefully 
any reader of this Newsletter who has one of these packs and was not aware of there being two  
differerent pack types, will check their Kidney Kar Kard Pack to see what pack type they are missing.  
 
The Editor so far has sighted four (4) of the less common Kidney Kar Kard LIMITED EDITION 1995 
GABRIELE’S Packs with Pack Nos. 001, 003, 012 and 013, so there are definitely more of these packs 
around. The problem appears to have been that previously most collectors had not been aware of the 
existence of the GABRIELE’S Pack. Note that for every one (1) of the Kidney Kar Kard LIMITED EDITION 
1995 GABRIELE’S Packs  there were ten (10) of the Kidney Kar Kard 1995 Packs. 
 
Similar to last month’s Newsletter, the last article in this Newsletter provides images and details of the 
Telstra Payphone Phonecards, except this time the Phonecards have expiry dates between 30/04/2017 
and 01/07/2025. The Editor is also investigating, and has proposed a de factor Combined Card Code 
Number system for the Telstra Smart Phonecards that were produced after 2003 without a Card Code 
Number printed on them. The proposed de facto Card Coding Numbers are structured using the data 
provided on these Phonecards to produce a logical chronological ordering of them to produce a Listing 
of them.  
  

mailto:phonecardcollectornewsletter@gmail.com
https://www.sergent.com.au/phonecards/aust/pcn.html
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Limited Edition Frontline Defence Services Pack 
 

There were 500 Limited Edition Frontline Defence Services Packs designed and 
produced by Price & Payne Advertising for Frontline Defence Services in late 
1999. These Packs were sold only within Australian Military Facilities, and not to 
the General Public. However, Telstra did make quantities of these Frontline 
Defence Services Smart Phonecards, as detailed in Extract 1 on page 20 of this 
Newsletter, available to Collectors through Telstra Phonecard Collector Service. 
 

Background to Frontline Defence Services Pack No. 058 of 500 
 

Prior to August 1999, the United Nations in East Timor (UNAMET) was established, to oversee a 
referendum by the people of East Timor, also known as Timor Leste, for independence from Indonesia, 
with a small contingent of Australian military and Australian Federal Police personnel. 
 

In August 1999, the people of East Timor voted overwhelmingly for independence from Indonesia, and 
consequently following this result, pro-Indonesian militias launched a violent campaign of destruction 
and displacement. 
 

In September 1999, the United Nations (UN) authorised the establishment of a multinational force 
named the International Force for East Timor (INTERFET) to quell the violence, and requested that 
Australia lead it. This force consisted of around 5,500 Australian Defence Force personnel, and almost 
5,000 troops from 22 other nations. INTERFET quickly secured the Capital of East Timor, Dili, disarmed 
the militias, protected aid workers, and established a defence line along the Western border with 
Indonesia. 
 

The Frontline Defence Services Pack No. 058 of 500 was used in the Australian Army Mess in Timor 
Leste from late 1999 to advertise the Frontline Defence Services Phonecards that could be purchased 
to make phonecalls from the payphones on the Army Base. 
 

The Telstra Frontline Defence Services Smart Phonecards 
The Smart Phonecards used in these Packs are shown below. 

  

  

 
99005053P - C - 10/2001 

 
9,500 Loose + 500 in Packs 

  

  

  

 
99005054P - C - 10/2001 

 
9,500 Loose + 500 in Packs 
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99010055P - C - 10/2001 

 
4,500 Loose + 500 in Packs 

  

  

  

 
99010056P - C - 10/2001 

 

 
4,500 Loose + 500 in Packs 

 

  

 

99010057P - C - 10/2001 

 

 
4,500 Loose + 500 in Packs 

 

  

 

99020058P - C - 10/2001 

 

 
1,400 Loose + 500 in Packs 
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Front of Assembled Pack 
 

 
Front of Assembled Pack displaying its Phonecards  



Page 6 of 31 
 

 
Assembled Pack Oriented as per Step 4 of the Assembly Instructions (See Page 19 of this Newsletter) 

 

 
Assembled Pack Oriented as per Step 5 of the Assembly Instructions (See Page 19 of this Newsletter) 
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Faces of Open Pack 
 

  
 Outside Face of Open Pack Inside Face of Open Pack with Display Boards inserted into Pack 
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Frontline Defence Services Pack Details 
 

 
Front Face of Closed Pack  
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Back Face of Closed Pack  
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Phonecards Holders folded into Pack  
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The Pack Display Board Holder contains six (6) Display Boards  
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The Six (6) Pack Display Boards 
 

These Display Boards tell the story behind the images on the fronts of the six (6) Frontline Defence Services Smart Phonecards displayed on this Pack. 
 

 
Display Board 1 – Major Tony Richings takes time out to teach Khmer monks finer points of the English language, Cambodia, 1992. 
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Display Board 2 – Flying Officer Epeli Naivalu, Operational Support Unit, chats to one of the local boys, Operation AUSINDO Jaya, Irian Jaya, 1998. 
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Display Board 3 – Corporal Kristen Taylor holds a three-month old baby in a village south of Arawa, Bougainville, 1998.  
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 Display Board 4 – Lance Corporal Blair MacDonald, Army Blackhawk helicopter Loadmaster from 5 Aviation Regiment, takes shelter from the rain 
with an Irian Jaya villager, Irian Jaya, 1998.  
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Display Board 5 – Private Damien Richards, 1 RAR, welcomes the much needed rain with villagers; Baidoa, Somalia, 1993.  
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Display Board 6 – Lance Corporal Darryl Lowrey, 1 RAR patrols, one of the war damaged streets, Mogadishu, Somalia, 1993.  



Page 19 of 31 
 

 
 

Assembly Instructions for Pack Display 
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Extract 1 – Telstra Collect Australian Smart Phonecard Bulletin, No. 36, Oct/Nov 1999, page 3 
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The Kidney Kat Kard Packs 
 
There were two (2) Types of Kidney Kar Kard Packs produced, and they are: 

 the Kidney Kar Kard 1995 Pack, and 

 the Kidney Kar Kard LIMITED EDITION 1995 GABRIELE’S Pack. 
 

All Kidney Kar Kard Packs originally contained a Numbered “Win Pro Hart” Competition Entry Form 
which was matched to the Pack Number. However most unsold packs had these forms removed after 
the competition final draw on 26/8/95. 
 

Kidney Kar Kard 1995 Pack 
There were 5,000 of these Packs produced (See Advertisement below) with four (4) digit Pack 
Numbers ranging from 0001 to 5000, and these packs contained respectively phonecards with Serial 
Nos. ranging from 760 00001 to 760 05000. For example, Phonecard Serial No. 760 03672 was 
matched to the Kidney Kar Kard 1995 Pack No. 3672. This Pack also contains a “Win Pro Hart” 
Competition Entry Form with No. 3672. 
 

Kidney Kar Kard LIMITED EDITION 1995 GABRIELE’S Pack 
There were 500 of these Packs produced (See Advertisement below) with three (3) digit Pack 
Numbers from 001 to 500, and these packs contained respectively phonecards with Serial Nos. 
ranging from 760 05001 to 760 05500. For example, Phonecard Serial No. 760 05001 was matched to 
the Kidney Kar Kard LIMITED EDITION 1995 GABRIELE’S with Pack No. 001.  
 

The Screenshot below, of a Gabriele’s Phonecard Service Advertisement for their Packs, was taken 
from the Australasian Phonecard Monthly – Vol. 3 No. 5 (May) 1995 on the Sergent’s Website at 
sergent.com.au/phonecards/aust/apm03-05.html, after scrolling down to page 17. 
 

 
 

https://www.sergent.com.au/phonecards/aust/apm03-05.html
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The Differences between the Kidney Kar Kard 1995 Pack and the Kidney Kar Kard LIMITED EDITION 1995 GABRIELE’S Pack 
 

Kidney Kar Kard 1995 Pack 
 

 

Kidney Kar Kard LIMITED EDITION 1995 GABRIELE’S Pack 
 

 
 

4 Digit Pack Nos. 3 Digit Pack Nos. 

Different Pack Names 
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Kidney Kar Kard 1995 Pack Details 
 

 
Front Face of Pack  
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Back Face of Pack   
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Phonecard S/No. 760 03672 and Pro Hart Competition Form No. 3672 matched to Pack No. 3672 
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Kidney Kar Kard LIMITED EDITION 1995 GABRIELE’S Pack Details 
 

 
Front Face of Pack   
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Back Face of Pack   
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Phonecard S/No. 760 05001 matched to Pack No. 001 
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Telstra Phonecards with Expiry Dates between 2017 and 2025 

 
More Telstra Smart Phonecards with expiry dates between 2017 and 2025 have also recently turned 
up. From the information on these Phonecards it is possible to create De Facto Smart Phonecard 
Code Numbers for them, as can be seen under the Phonecards shown below. Furthermore the De 
Facto Code Number has been placed in brackets to indicate that it is a De Facto Code Number. These 
De Facto Phonecard Code Numbers have been structured in a logical chronological order of the 
Phonecards’ production Year, and Month as well as its $-Value, all of which are provided on these 
phonecards. 
 

(YYMM$$$) 
 

Where; 

 YY is the last two digits of the year in which the Phonecard was produced, 

 AA is the month of the year in which the Phonecard was produced, and 

 $$$ is the $ Value of the Phonecard, 
 
The format of the Combined Card Code Number is therefore (YYMM$$$) - Chip Type - Expiry Date. 
 
For example, the first card shown below, which is the $10 Young People relaxing Phonecard, 
presently has a Combined Card Code Number of (1412010) – C – 30/04/2017 which means: 

 The card was produced in the year 2014 hence 14, 

 The card was produced in the month of December hence 12, 

 The card is encoded with $10 worth of Phone calls hence 010, 

 The card has the C Type Chip as defined at sergent.com.au/phonecards/aust/chipcards-intro.html, 
and 

 The card has an expiry date of 30/04/2017. 
 
The main advantage of having a logical and consistent Card Code Numbering system based upon data 
which is printed on the Telstra post 2003 Smart Phonecards is that it would enable all these Smart 
Phonecards produced post 2003 to be sequenced using a simple sorting routine into a chronological 
order. 
 

  
Young Couple relaxing 

 

(1412010) – C – 30/04/2017 
 

  
Young Couple relaxing 

 

(1607010) – C – 30/11/2018 
 

https://www.sergent.com.au/phonecards/aust/chipcards-intro.html
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Koala 

 

(1706010) – C – 01/07/2021 
 

  
Flinders Street Station 

 

(1806010) – C – 01/07/2022 
 

  
Koala 

 

(1908010) – C – 01/09/2023 
 

  
Young Child and Father 

 

(2005020) – C – 01/06/2024 
 

  
Kangaroo 

 

(2106005) – C – 01/07/2025 
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AUSTRALIAN PHONECARD & COLLECTORS CLUB 
(AUSTRALIA’S FIRST PHONECARD CLUB) 

 

The APCC Club is located in Adelaide, South Australia, and has 
Members located in other States of Australia  

 

Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each month except for 
January, at a time and venue provided to Members of the Club 

 

SERVICES PROVIDED TO MEMBERS AT MEETINGS 
"Matters of Interest" are presented and discussed. 

A Raffle at each meeting with the proceeds used to host our 
Christmas get together with partners. 

 

Contact the APCC President on (08) 82970388 

 

 

 
get together with partners 

 

 
 
 
 

PHONECARD CLUB NEWS 
 

THE MELBOURNE PHONECARD COLLECTORS 
CLUB INC 

 

Established in 1992 and still going strong. 
 

PO Box 166, Beaufort, Victoria, 3373 Australia 
 

The Melbourne Phonecard Club’s Website is at   
http://www.melbournephonecardclub.org.au. 

 

The club holds five meetings per year at the SPAN Community Centre 
64 Clyde Street, Thornbury, Victoria. 

 

The next meeting is set for 12:00 Noon Saturday 5th September 2026 
and Visitors are welcome to attend. 

 

The Club has many interstate and overseas members. 
 

Please email postmaster@melbournephonecardclub.org.au for 
membership and other enquiries. 

 

SERVICES PROVIDED TO MEMBERS 
 

12 Newsletters per year. 
 

6 postal bid auctions per year with a minimum of 180 lots each. 
To see a recent listing of a postal bid auction go to 

melbournephonecardclub.org.au and click on the recently completed auction link. 
 

Material submitted by members is auctioned at our meetings as well 
as the opportunity to discuss aspects of collecting with other 

participants. 
 

Club produced cards celebrating club events. 

http://www.melbournephonecardclub.org.au/
mailto:postmaster@melbournephonecardclub.org.au
http://www.melbournephonecardclub.org.au/

